HITLER   AND   I

Danton indeed! I smile to-day at having compared the
timorous Ebert to the hero of the French Revolution.

Finally, to return to bankrupt Germany, where the
word 'RoyaP on the fa$ades of all the public buildings
had been erased, or simply covered up, civil disorders
went on side by side with the stereotyped and unalter-
able routine of the various Ministries. In vain had the
Allies ordained the suppression of German militarism
and the influence of the generals, for the old func-
tionaries remained, the Weimar Republic had recog-
nized their 'well-founded rights', and they were
irremovable.

Privy Councillors tyrannized over the ephemeral
Ministers, and orders were only carried out in so far
as they served the interests of the bureaucracy.

After securing my law degree, I entered the Ministry
of Agriculture and Food Supply.

Not long afterwards a new Minister, Herr Hermes,
was appointed. Desiring to retain the services of his
private secretary in his new office, he informed the
secret counsellor of the Ministry of the fact. The latter,
however, declared that there was no vacancy for Herr
Hermes' secretary. If Herr Hermes insisted, a special
Parliamentary vote would be necessary to sanction the
expense. He left to Herr Hermes the task of justifying
the proposed appointment before Parliament.

Poor Hermes obviously never got his secretary, and
all his most confidential letters, typed in triplicate,
were submitted to the censorship of the secret and
irremovable counsellor.
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